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Background 

WHY: 
How well did I do 
Doing ‘just in case’ searching 
Being asked to search more databases 
Witnessing PhD students/other researchers searching 
more and more databases 

 
AIM: To develop a simple table to summarise 
where the included references in a systematic 
review came from 
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db 1 db 2 db 3 db 4 db 5 db 6 db 7 org sr bcc fcs 

Included ref 1 

Included ref 2 

Included ref 3 

Included ref 4 

Included ref 5 

Included ref 6 

Included ref 7 

Included ref 8 

Included ref 9 

No. included refs 

No. unique refs 

No. refs screened 

x=found in the search No. searches carried out = 

x*=found in search and unique reference No. refs found from searching =  

y = found by other means No. screened at Ti&Ab =  

No. of included refs from searching =  

Total no. of included refs =  
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Uses 
• Evidence for Information Specialists: 

• Which databases to use 
• Which databases to have access to 
• Research 
• Audit/measurement 

• Evidence for searching: 
• Update searches 
• Scoping searches 

• Evidence to inform systematic reviews: 
• Future SRs on similar topics 
• Rapid reviews 
• Scoping reviews 
• Updates of Cochrane SR 
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