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Qualitative research is being utilised increasingly across a range of social science disciplines, 
although the methodologies and methods associated with it are often taken up and used in 
somewhat formulaic ways. This presentation seeks to challenge the formulaic use of methodology, 
to promote the use of more inventive and imaginative forms of qualitative research practice, and to 
promote innovation in planning, conducting and reporting qualitative research. I will discuss a range 
of recent developments in methodology – visual methods including photo-production, graphic 
elicitation techniques, mobile research involving walking and go-along interviews, longitudinal 
research and multiple participant contact, drama and arts-based research practices, and the 
involvement of time, space and materiality, as well as the use of multiple methodologies. I will also 
give some attention to more creative ways of reporting and disseminating research findings. 
 
Kerry Chamberlain is Professor of Social and Health Psychology at Massey University in Auckland, New 
Zealand. He is a critical health psychologist who has used and written about qualitative research in health 
research. His research focuses on health and the everyday, with specific interests in medications, media, 
materiality, mundane ailments, food, and disadvantage, and in innovative qualitative research methodology. 
He is the co-editor of Qualitative Health Psychology: Theories and Methods (Sage; with Michael Murray), co-
editor of Existential Meaning: Optimizing Human Development Across the Life Span (Sage; with Gary Reker) 
and co-author of Health Psychology: A Critical Introduction (Cambridge; with Antonia Lyons). He is currently 
Associate Editor for Psychology & Health and the British Journal of Health Psychology, and he also serves 
on the Editorial Boards of Social Indicators Research, Qualitative Research in Psychology, Journal of Health 
Psychology, Health: An Interdisciplinary Journal for the Social Study of Health, Illness and Medicine, and 
Psicologia della Salute. He has published widely on health issues and qualitative research and 
methodologies. He has presented invited workshops on qualitative methodologies for the International 
Congress of Behavioural Medicine, the Flemish Institute for Health Promotion, Community Psychologists 
Aotearoa, the European Health Psychology Society, the British Psychological Society Division of Health 
Psychology, the New Zealand Psychological Society, and the Australasian Society for Behavioural Health 
and Medicine. 
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