
Waking up to climate change – Thursday 5
th

 October 2017 

Climate Change: despair, inertia or hope? 
Reverend Sheila Swarbrick 

RD&E Hospital Chaplain 

 

How should we respond to all the facts presented at today’s conference? 

How do we move from despair and inertia, with climate change deniers gaining political ascendancy 

in USA and environmental activists being killed across the globe? 

Is there a role for prophets from the Christian tradition and other faiths, philosophers, poets and artists 

in all media? 

A few quotes: 

Despair 

Jonathon Porritt, quoting the Bishop of Lewes saying this in the 1990s:  

 “I must say this to you: you haven’t a hope in a million years of changing anything by 

political methods unless you concentrate on changing attitudes, changing thought-forms 

deep, deep down in society, or at least understanding the need to do this.” 

Prophet 

Martin Luther King, acceptance speech for Nobel Peace Prize, 10
th
 December 1964: 

https://www.nobelprize.org/nobel_prizes/peace/laureates/1964/king-acceptance_en.html  

“I refuse to accept despair as the final response to the ambiguities of history. I refuse to 

accept the idea that ‘isness’ of our present nature makes us morally incapable of reaching up 

for the eternal ‘oughtness’ that forever confronts us. I refuse to accept the idea that human 

beings are mere flotsam and jetsam in the river of life unable to influence the unfolding events 

which surround them.” 

Hope 

Victoria Herrmann, Managing Director of the Arctic Institute https://www.thearcticinstitute.org/  

and a 2014 Gates Cambridge scholar https://www.gatescambridge.org/members-

area/connect/directory/scholar/6638 comment in The Guardian, July 2017:  

“When we present humanity as a hopeless victim of climate change we are less likely to act 

because the ending seems inevitable. Climate change adaptation only works when we are 

hopeful for the future and believe that environmentally vulnerable communities have the 

agency to act. (Gives some examples in USA) Let’s start telling stories of hope and heroes.” 

 

Examples of local action – Transition Exeter (‘te’) group www.transitionexeter.org.uk  

 

Michael Leunig, http://www.leunig.com.au/ Australian cartoonist, poet and social commentator, who 

uses the word ‘God’ in an open, inclusive way:  

“God help us to change. To change ourselves and to change our world. 

To know the need for it. To deal with the pain of it. 

To feel the joy of it. 

To undertake the journey without understanding the destination. 

The art of gentle revolution. Amen.” 
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